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Tais warm weather will do more to
stop the ravages of la grippe than all
the remedies of all the doctors.

WorD comes from Europe that ashort
cereal crop will prevent a war this sea-
son. Next to the assent of the Roth-
schilds a full food supply is essential to
a great European war.

__~""Tr a plarality vote ezemﬁ?n Germany

Bismarck would have been chosen, as he
had nearly twice as many votes as his
pext competitor, but not so many as all
three of those opposing him. '

———————

Ter President will spend to-day in
Galveston, Tex.,, and no doubt pretty
quietly. Leaving there at ten minutes
past 12 o'clock to-night, he will reach
San Aantovio Monday morning at 9
o'clock. .

Ax exchange tells its readers how
aluminiom is made. That has long

been known, but the man who discovers
how it ¢ean be made for ten cents a

pound will have something too impor-
tant tokell.

As “hot shot” has not been used in
naval or other gunnery for years, isn’t

it abont time that newspapers ecease
pouring “hot shot” into the enemy? The
torpedo is the present weapon devised
to do everlasting injury to the craft of

- the foe.
____ Waevanex-confederate like Mr. Wye-

liffe, of New Orleans, gives as a reason
for keeping a class of foreigners out of
thia conntry that some of them in that
city put the flag of Italy over that of the
TUnited States and others riddled the
gtars and stripes in Pennsylvania, there

§s ground for hope.

F
To-pAY is the 116th anniversary of the

firing of that *“shot which was heard

~"round the world;” also, of the killing of

“the rebellion.

the first Union volunteers in the war of
The reverberation of

that shot is still being heard; the blood
of those martyrs did not sprinkle the

- pavements of Baltimore in vain.

—_——— ————

~ Tag pubiie, or that vér?ﬁrge portion

of it that belongs to the Republican and

Demoeratie parties, is not filled with

increasing admiration for Senator Peffer

sinee his announcement that he has out-

grown parties. And when you come to

pize up Peffer the anrouncement is
sather rough on the two organizations,

it must be confessed.

WHEN a meeting of 120 represeia-
tives called by the champions of free
silver coinage in the heart of the section

supposed to be devoted to that idea, for
the main purpose of urging such action

by Congress, carries its point by only
ten votes, there is reason to suspect that

‘there i8 more noise than forece in the

free-coinage movement,
I ey, 3 e E———
ACCORDING to the last census 20,12 per

ecent., or 18,235,670 of the population of
the Tnited States, is in towns of 8,000
population and more. Ten years ago

 the percentage was 22.57 of the whole,

or 11,318,457, This means that there are

" mearly 7,000,000 more people in eities for

farmers to feed than in 1880; and 7,000,-
000 is more than oune-fifth of the pop-
ulation of England, Scotland and Ire-
land combined.

1¥ answer to inquiries by.penaionera
as to the dates of future payments, Pen-

- pion Agent Ensley says that the next
- yegular payment will be made June 4, as

heretofore; two months later, on Aug.
4, another payment for two months will
be made, and subsequent payments will
be made Nov. 4, Feb. 4 and May 4. If
those who see this notice will repeat it

- they will help to prevent a great deal of

trouble all round.

SE———

Tae New York Evening Post char-
acterizes Mr. Blaine’s last lotter on the

_ Italian controversy as “‘a very straight-

forward paper, presenting in clear and

terms the position of our gov-
ernment and the limitations of our Con-
stitution,” and says of Secretary Traey's
order putting navy-yards on a civil-

~ gervice-reforsn basis that “it will be a

‘most salutary reform, and the Secretary

cannot be commended too heartily for
‘ it about.” If the Post is not

eareful it will lose its reputation for

partisan unfairness.

———————
SreAxING of the voting of women at
the recent Kansas election, the New

"-?: ~ York Independent says: “They can be

k-

—-his 5

depended upon to be the friends of the

time.” The Independent is gallant, but
its assertion hardly agrees with the
facts. In Topeka, Fort Scott and Kan-
sas City, Kan., the majority of the
women who voted cast their ballots for
Democratic eandidates, notwithstanding
the fact, everywhere acknowledged,
that the chief end and aim of the Kan-
sas Democracy is to secure a repeal of
the probibitory law, and the equally
well-known fact that the saloon is the
Demoeratie stronghold and rules the
community wherever that party has
control of the municipal government.
Experience in Kansas knocks out the
argument that woman suffrage means a
solid opposition to the whisky element.

MORAL BACILLL

“There is no doubt that there are epi-
demics of crime as well as of disease,”
remarked a well-known lawyer. *“In
superstitions times all evils were at-
tributed to adverse stars. This may
have been an approach to scientific
trath or its advanced shadow. That
meteorological conditions seriously af-
fect the health and spirits—and affect
some more seriously than others—is a
fact of such every-day experience that
it is no longer regarded as phenomenal.
Thus, not long ago we had an epidemic
of fires, then of homicides, then of sui-
cides, and so on. Now, just at this time
we have what may be styled an epi-
demic of divorces.” No doubt many
persons have noticed this tendency of
crime to run in cycles or periodical out-
breaks. Of course, suing for divorce is
not a erime in the eye of the law, but it is
one of those things the causes of which
may belong to the field of eriminal phi-
losophy. Perbaps there are moral mi-
crobes, epiritual baeilli, which propa-
gate crime as physical bacilli do disease.
Perhaps they float about the'world in
shoals or clouds, seeking whom they
may devour, and looking for favorable
conditions for the propagation of moral
delinquencies, and perhaps their activity
under certain conditions accounts for
the occasional epidemics of crime. Here
is a field for some curious moralist cr
philosophical lawyer to investigate. It
would be a great thing if the various
crime bacilli could be discovered and
annihilated. The discoveries of Jenner
and Koch, one furnishing a sure pre-
ventive of the small-pox by vaccination
and the other a possible cure of tuber-
culous disease by sub-cutaneous in-
jection, are justly regarded as among
the greatest boons of science to hu-
manity. But how much greater would
be the discovery of the bacillus that
canses lying, stealing, burglary and
murder, A species of vaccination that
wonld prevent wife-whipping would be
of inestimable value, and a lymph that
would do away with the mania for
divorces would be worth more than its
weight in gold.

e e ———— ———

STREET RAILROADS IN EUROPE.

Some European cities deal much more
wisely with publie eorporations than
American cities do, but there is a differ-

ence even among European cities. In
the atter of street railroads there is

considerable variety of treatment. In
Great Britain there is no law of taxation
for street railroads, except the general
law for all property. They pay no tax
upon franchise, charter, privileges or
rights of any kind. They pay only upon
real estate owned or leased for its or
their use, just as a private individual
would pay; and as the appointments of
lL.ondon tramways are very meagre, the
taxes are very small upon stables, offices
and & few stations. The rates of fares
are limited by law to 2 centa per mile,
which wonld enable the ecompanies to
charge on lines of three miles 6 conts;
and on lines of five miles 10 cents. This
rate is less than the American rate for
gshort distances, but our long-distance
rates are cheaper. The ride from this
city to Fairview Park for 5 cents is
cheaper than a ride of the same distance

in London would be. There are eight

street-railroad ecompanies in Lendon

~they call them tramways there—and

they all declare handsome dividends.
In Paris, the lines of omnibuses and

of street railroads are all controlled by

one company, They pay alarge tax, but

their charter runs forfifty ycarsand they
charge 6 cents for short distances, Ger-

man cities have what is ecalled “the
zone system.,” From one point to another
within a eertain distance the fare is 2 12
cents, If one goes a certain distance

beyond that he pays another fare, and if
he goes a still further distance a third

fare, and so on up to 10 cents. The first
fare of 2 1/2 cents 1s for a distance lim-

ited to a mile and a half. Here, as in
I.ondon, a short ride 18 cheaper and a

long ride dearer than in this country. A
report on the street-railroads of Ham-

burg says the company pays one pfen-
nig for its franchise for every passen-

ger carried. One hundred pfennigs
equal 24 cents, Its charter runs twenty-

five years, and at the end of that time
the track becomes the property of the
city unless the charter is renewed. The
company paves between the tracks and
a foot on the ontside of the rails, and
keeps this part in repair.

Most of the street railroads in Ger-
many, and many in other parts of Europe,
revert to the state at the end of their
charters, ranning twenty-five or thirty
years. The city of Berlin has one great
street-railroad company, which sabstan-
tially controls all the lines in the city,
It was chartered first 1n 1872, Io 1882
the old franchise was annulled and a
new one granted, which runs thirty
years, to 1912. The terms of the new
franchise are as follows:

Obhgation to pave between the tracks
and oue meter on either side. To pay a tax
of 1 per cent. to the eity of Berlin on the
first million of gross income, when it earns
two mllions gross, 11¢ per cent,, adding g
per eent. foreach additional million earned,
until the whoele tax sball reagh 8 per cent.,,
and that is the limit.

It p&ys an 1income tax, under & law ap-
plicable to all persons and companies, oun
the net income. The whole tax amounts
now to about 7l per cent. on the gross in-

come,

In return, the city te to it the exelus-
ive use of tracks, and no person or team can
walk or drive upon them, except from ne-
cessity, under heavy penalty, which gives
them a clear track and easy mecvement.

The track becomes the property of the
city st the end of concession, and, until
then, the fares cannot be reduced.

The whole track is divided into thirty-
six lines, and each line iadivided into see-
tions, with an iron post in the sidewalk
marking the station, and the cars do not
stop but';:n these stations fo:dany pur-
pose. The fares vary ng to distance,
from 10 pfgs., or 213 cenis, to 40 pfgs., or W

cents, and the longest line is aboat seven
miles; but the average of all the faresisnot
quite 3 centa,

There is no transfer system in Berlin,
nor in European cities generally. The
rule is two fares for two rides. Under
the charter above outlined the Berlia
company makes enormous profits and
pays large dividends. Last year the
company paid the city in taxes £301,149.
In Berlin and other European cities
where the zone system prevails, a per-
son cannot pass from one section to an-
other withont paying an additional fare.
The effect of the increased fare for long
rides is to induce, if mot compel, poor
people to erowd into narrow limits. The
expense of a long ride prevents them
from spreading out. This crowds the
center of the city and intensifies the
evils of the tenement system. One of
the greatest benefits of a street-railroad
system is in the long ride for a low fare.
Five cents, the usual rate in this coun-
try, ia too much for a mile or a mile and
a half, bat it is cheap for three, four or
five miles. Nevertheless, considering
their valuable franchises, light taxes,
easy burdens and uniform b-cent fares,
the street-railroads in American cities
have what would be called in common
parlance “a mighty good thing.” The
street-railroad franchises granted by
European cities are, as a general rule,
much better guarded and more favora-
ble for the city and the people than
those granted by American cities. Large
returns to the city and low fares to the
people are the points looked after.

THE ORISIS OF THE PRESBYTERIANS.

It was thought by many that the ac-
tion of the last General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Chuarch in referring the
subject of the revision of the Westmin-
ster Confession to a committee of emi-
nent teachers and leaders in the church
would result in a satisfactory compro-
mise which would bring harmony to
that powerful denomination. But there
is reason to believe that these anticipa-
tions will not be realized at the General
Assembiy, which will meet in Detroit
May 21. Professor Briggs, of the Union
Theological Seminary, has taken a stand
which promises to be a more serious
cause of dissension in the Preshyterian
Church than the new doctrine of Prof.
Smyth, of the Andover Theological
Semincry, occasioned in the Congrega-
tional Church, The advanced views of
Professor Briggs and his followers can-
not be modified by any change in
the phrasing of the Confession of
Faith, Holding the chair of biblical
theology in the most prominent
school in which the preachars of the
church are instructed, he has boldly de-

nied tenets which are the foundation of
the chareh, and asserted opinions at war
with tlhie teaching and traditions of the
great charch of John Calvin. His is not
a gquibble about words. The changes
which he and his tollowers would make
are not of words, butof creeds. If Pres-
byterian ecandidates for the ministry are
faught and led to believe theopinions ex-
pressed by Professor Briggs, when they
become preachers they will not preach
the essential doctrines of the Presby-
terianism of to-day. ' He declares that
the work of salvation is not begun and
ended in this world, but continues after
death. From the true Presbyterian
stand-point, these are rank heresies,
which cannot be tolerated if that church
is to maintain the essential principles of
faith which have marked it since the
days of John Calvin. Already the course
of Professor Briggs has been the subject
of discussion in denominational assem-
blies, and several presbyteries have
taken action looking to the bring-
ing up of the subject in the General
Assembly in Detroit. It does not seem
possible that the stand takeun by Prof.
Briggs can be ignored unless the Pres-
byterian Church is prepared to yield to
the advanced element which he leads.
Still, the ecrisis is not one which need
worry any friend of the great church
which has exerted so powerful an in-
fluence for good for two centuries, The
whole Christian church, even the Cath-
olic, is drifting away from doctrines
that do not commend themselves to the

progressive thought of the age,

LOSSES OF POPULATION,

The first of a series of maps issned by
the Census Bureaun, designed 7o illus-
trate features of the work, is one pre-
senting to the eye the gais and loss of
population chown by the censns of 1890,
compared with that of 1880. Gains and
losses and the percentage of gains are
shown by different colors, Some States
have three colors, showing loss, gain
less than 25 per cent, and gain in excess
of that figure. It may be assumed by
some that no considerable section of the
country outside of the Eastern coast
States will show a loss of population,
but on examination it will be found
that there are considerable patches of
light coloring showing losses in In-
diana, Illinois, Ohio and lowa. Indeed,
the number of counties in the ecountry
showing a loss of population in 1890,
compared with 1880, is 455, in fifty of
which it is explained by a reduction of
territory. This nmumber is significant
when it is considered that in 1880
only 138 counties showed a decrease of
inhabitants compared with 1870, The
losses generally have occurred in sec-
tions strictly agricultural in this State,
lllinois, lowa and in the East, and in
mining localities in California, Nevada
and Colorado. The Census Bureau at-
tributes this loss of population to what
it calls the transition wave. There is
nothing in them to occasion alarm. The
loss in the agricultural sections of the
older States is due to the emigration to
new agricultural States, where the dark
colors show an increase of population of
over 25 per cent. The subjugation of
the soil and the introduction of labor-
saving machinery bave been followed by
a losas of population in older States, be-
cause fewer men are needed to cultivate
the land. The decrease in some sec-
tions is followed or aecompanied by an
aggregation of people in the cities, par-,
ticularly where manufacturing is estab-
lished. In Massachusetts, Cornectiout
and New Jersey the transition from
agriculture to manufacturing is com-
plete, and those States are gain-
ing population through the perma-
pent establishment of manufacturing
industries. In 1880 Ohio was in the

same transitory condition which now
appears in & more marked degree in In-
diana, Illinois and lowa. Ohio has been
gaining during the last decade, through
the introduction of manufactures, and
the same thing may be relied on in this
State if the policy of encouraging di-
versified industries continues. If it
should not, and agriculture is relied
upon, a reduction of population to the
number for which the farms will furnish
employment and sustenance will follow
as an inevitable consequence.

WOMAN’S OPPORTUBSITIES.

One of the Journal’s subscribers asks
for an article on the “advantages or op-
portunities of women of the present
day.” Considering that this is a subject
on which volumes have becn written, a
comprehensive treatment of it is hardly
to be expected in a single column of a
newspaper. There was a time when the
occupations in which women who found
it necessary to support themselves could
with propriety engage consisted of two,
namely, school-teaching and sewing,
Now scarcely a week passes that a new
avenue of employment or field of labor
is not opened to them, and by the sim-
plest of processes, to- wit: Enterprising
women keen enough to discover the
opening boldly enter and occupy the
ground. When this is done and the
pioneers show themselves competent for
the new service other women flock after
them, and presently the wonder is how
the labor was ever performed without
their aid. The Journal chronicles these
advances in industrial progress as they
occur, but can scarcely undertake to re-
capitulate. The progress has been rap-
id, the list of occupations hgs grown
long, and the subject has become great.
It is easier, in fact, to enumerate the
employments not open to women than to
name those in which they are already
engaged. The truth is, no calling or oc-
cupation can in these days be said to be
absolutely closed to a woman who de-
termines to enter it, and fits herself for
it. Women have reached the point
where matters are practically in their
own hands. Everything depends upon
themselves, If they show themselves
qualified for any undertaking the prob-
lem in that direction is solved. If they
fail it is, in most cases, because they atill
cling to the 1dea that success must be
achieved at once, and are too im-
patient to submit themselves to the
necessary apprenticeship. Women are
not exempt from the rules that govern
men in the practical affairs of life. Suc-
cess 1 any business is the result of
study, close application, patience, and,
usu.lly, much time. Itis not probable
that the majority of women who enter

the ranks of wage-earners will, as a
class, ever qualify themselves as thor-

oughly as the men in the same field, for
the reason, always operative, that young
women seldom expect to follow such oc-
cupations for life. Nevertheless this does
not limit, but, possibly, rather widens
the oppertunities of those who do under-
take their work seriously and with the
determination to master it. In the mean-
time the comparatively unskilled labor
in which the mass of women engage is
more and more in demand, and neither
those who are content with this nor they
who have higher anibitiond can reason-
ably complain. Labor is Jabor, and the
life of any woman whe “earns her living”
in or out of her own household is not
a “flowery bed of ease;” but the same
may be esaid of men. The struggle for
existence is a serious matter for all who
undertake it, but the chances for men
and women are rapidly becoming equal-
ized, and even now the latter have few
disadvantages to complain of,

AUTHORS ORGANIZE FOR PROTECTION.

An American Autliors’ Society has
been formed in New York, whose pur-

pose is mutual protection against grind-
mmgand grasping publishers. They be-

lieve there is too wide a difference be-

tween the profits of the writer and the

publisher of a book, and wish to break

up the system which gives the latter

complete control. Every author has a
grievance in this line. Some flatly

charge their publishers with having

swindled them, while others mildly in-

sinuate such a suspicion, Gail Hamil-
ton wishes the society well, but declines

to become & member because she has

fought the same fight unsuecesssfully on
her own account and has given up. She

saya:

I aamit that I am skeptical of results. I
bave lately published a book—~"A Washing-
ton Bible Ciass.,” It has been a great
literary success. Ispeak as a fool, but ye
have compelled me. 1t has received the
highest commendation from the highest lit-
erary and even theologico-scientific author-
ities in the country. It has been discussed
in the pulpits and aistributed in the San-
day-schools. Au edition de Juxe of seven-
ty-five copies has been issued by private
beneficence for private circulation. Now,
though | speak great swelling words to the
Publml‘.ﬂ:u of being satisfied witn nothing

ess out of the book than my house an
barn repainted, and & wind-mill for the
well, and a new harness for St. Cuthbert—
the best tamily horse in Essex county, and
not for sale, either, and such an appetite,
eating me out of house and howme every
minute of his dear life—yet, speaking as a
wise man coulidentially to the authors, I
confess that in spite of your elforts and
mine, 1 shall be surprised if the suthor ro-
ceives as much mooey for the brain-wurk
of the book as the publishers receive for
the de luxe work,

The secret of the trouble seems te be

" that the author has no check upon the

publisher, but must depend entirely upon
his statement as to how many voiumes
have been printed ard sold, and the at-
tendant expenses. A dishonest publisher
can cheat a writer mercilessly, and the
latter be without redress, W hether the
“union” of authors will be productive of
any reform is uncertain. Perbhaps the
only way for them to seftle the matter
is to co-operate and do their own pub-
lishing. This, by disclosing beyond doubt
the actual number of books sold, may
result in destroying friendly relations
between the respective authors, but may
also reinstate former publishers in their
good graces, and the honest ones among

these should favor the scheme.
Litnenliae e _ =

THE total paid for spiritnous liquors
in Great Britain during the year 1800
was $607,482,350—an amount which has
been exceeded but once in the history
of that country. The Lancet estimates
that this immense sum {s equal to one-
twelfth of the estimated income of all
persons, to. one-fifth of the national

debt, and is eight times more than the
‘income of all the churches. The Lan-

cet goes on to say: “Itis not our busi-
ness to moralize on this expenditure.
To us it means so much scirrbosis,
Bright's disease, gout, rheamatism, in-
sanity, ete., disabling employment, tak-
ing the pleasure out of the life of fami-
lies and bread out of the mouths of
children.”

A CH10AGO minister who has just re-
turned from a foreign tour says the
world’s fair is causing a good deal of
talk in Europe, but he adds: ‘“The peo-
ple don’t understand how they are going
to get from New York to Chicago, In
England or Germany a man sits down
and makes his will if he intends to
travel a thousand miles.” It will be
pretty hard to make Earopeans under-
stand that an overland journey of nearly
one thousand miles can be made with-
out discomfort or fatigue. Of course,
Americans know that 1t can, but Eu-

ropeans know very little about long
journeys by rail.
e

IT seems strange to think of a political
economist and statistician assuming the
part of a cook, but that 1s what Mr. Edward
Atkineon, of Boston, does, Mr. Atkinson is
one of the beat known statisticians in the
country and is an able writer on questions
of social and political economy. He is also
a student of practical problems, avnd has
invented a cooking utensil which he claims
is a great advance on anything used here-
tofore. It is a substitute for a cooking
stove. During a lecture delivered in New
York, a few days ago, Mr. Atkinson intro-
duced and illustrated the use of his utensil,
which looks much like a good-sized card-
board box, bound with tin and with a lamp
under it. The lecturer told how a man
could live on a dollar a week, and live
exceptionally well on 25 cents a day. The
average cost at present, he said, 18 50 cents
aday. A man could not possibly consume
more than 25 cents’ worth of food at pres-
ent prices; the other half is simply wasted.
He said the cooking stove was to blame for
all this, and he claimed that by his utensil
the cost of cooking and the waste can be
reduced to almost nothing. He calls
it the Aladdin oven. It is simply an iron
box about eighteen inches long by fourteen
in height and width, inclosed in a case
made of wood pulp. Under the box is an
ordinary Jamp, burning about a guart of
kerosepe oil in eight hours. All the heat is
retained in the oven, and 1t is never higher
than about 360 degrees. There 1s absolutely
no smell. and the food is cooked without
distilling the juices or desiccating the
solids. All there is to do with this oven is
to put in the food, and the lamp does the
rest. No attention whatever is required.
When one considers the amount of heat
wasted in cooking a meal by an ordinary
cooking stove, and the amount of odors
distributed by it, it needs no argument to
prove that a great deal of food, as well as
fuel is wasted., Mr. Atkinson claims that
by his method two hundred pounds of solid

food can be cooked for 40 cents, with a con-
siderable saving in food and better tiavored
dishes. This is aquestion that interests

everybody, and is well worth investigating.
——g——

Tne New York Post recommends the
study of law to young men who wish to fit
themselves for newspaper work. Itisquite
possible that a course of legal atudy would
be of value in giving certain mental habits
and powers of investigation to the would-
be journalist, but unless the legal training
of the future encourages an improved liter.
ary style it will be a damage to the man
who wants to write for the papers. Asa
rule, lawyers are too *“wordy;” they are
given to unnecessary detail and repetition,
and their sentences are frequently long and
involved. Even when they are direct i1n
statement it does not satisfy them to make
the statement once; they repeatitin various
forms with tiresome iteration. This is,
perhaps, necessary in order to impress the
legal mind, but it is entirely ont of place in
newspaper writing, and thelaw stadent who
thinks he is ready to be a “‘journalist” will
be very apt to find that he must revise his
style before he 1s qualified to write an ac-
ceptable police court item,

Tae English “Rational Dress Society” is
having an exhibition in London. All the
fashionable women go, admire the cos-

tumes, which seem to be mostly on the
Tuorkish trouser plan, and unanimously

agree that they are sensible, comfortable,

and, what is more important, picturesgue

and becoming. Nevertheless, no woman,
even among the reformers, has yet ventured
to appear upon the street in one of these
costumen, and the fashionables who ad-

mire will certainly not adopt them. On

the contrary. they will adhere strictly to
the conventional setyles, however ugly, and

be the complacent slaves of the dress-
makers, male and female, as aiways. If
dress-reformers really want to establish
reform they ought to hunt up the mysteri-
ous and unknown persons who originate
the fashions and convert them. In the
meantime there ‘is no immediate prospect

that “‘pants,” however baggy, will be the

approved feminine costume.
| —————

IN the Grand Central Station in New
York the annoying rule forbidding friends
or eacorts of ountgoing passengers to go
beyond the waiting-room door has Leen re-
voked. If this change has been found ex-
pedient at the Grand Central station,
where such crowds of people are con-
tinoally coming and going, it sarely might
be made at the Indianapolis Union Station.
The distance between the gates and some
of the trains often makes the passage s
formidable undertaking for invalids or
elderly people unaccuastomed to crowds
and sasily bewildered. When heavy wraps
and traveling bags are to be carried the
difficulty ie inoreased. If an army of por-
ters were on hand to assist travelers the
case would be different, but even then
friends are better satisfied to see the trav-
elers on the trains. The rule is one that
should at léast be made very elastic,

A REPORTER for the Washington Star has
written a scorching open letter to Dr. T. 8.
Verdi, an Italian resident of Washington,
who is understood to be the eonstant ad-
viser of the Italian minister in thiscountry,
He was reported in the Star some time since
as saying that New Orleans was a city of
murderers; that the Mayor and sheriff were
murderers; that the Board of Trade andthe
ciubs were made up of marderers, etc. Dr.
Verdi repudiated this interview in the New
York Tribune, s few days ago, and nowthe
reporter reiterates the truth of his report,
and adds that Dr. Verdi uttered his offensive
language with greatemphasis. Washington
people will believe the reporter. There
has always been a mystery concerning Dr.
Verdi's early life,

e ———

GEN. LEW WaALLAcE advocated as a oure for
rheumatiem a mustard and garlie poultice. A
resident of this city tried it. The rheumatism

, but the odor scared away a pet cat.
It is now to be supposed that the back-shed
roofs will be decorated with ““Ben-Hur” poul-

tices, After all they have thelr uses.—FPhiladal
phia Press.

If the poultice canses rheumatism in well
cats it ought, on homeopathic principles,
to cure it in sick ones, and if it will cure
sick cats, why not cure sick human beings?
1t is proper so add, however, that the mus-

tard-and-garlic remedy {is not General
Wallace's, but was recommended to him by
an old friend in Richmond, and never even
tried by the General.

DURING the next six months ice-dealers
will reap their harveat, while nataral-gas
\companies will reduce current expenses to
the lowest notch and wait for the good
time coming.
A ——
BUBBLES IN THE AIR

—— —
The Flight of Time.
Bhe—How time flles!
He—Flica! I thought that time traveled on by
cycles.

A Test.

Laura—Do you want to read this novel when I
have finished it?

Flora—Whieh chapter does the wedding ocour
in—the last! Mamma pever allows me to read
noveis that have the marriage in the first
chapter.

- Hopeless.
Chollie—Fellow twied to wead my mind last
week, and just beeause he conldu't, said I nadn’t
any. I bave Leard since that it is pothing but a

sort of muscle weading, anyway.
Vickars—Well, you havea't any muscle either,

have youli Ne wonder he failed.

‘!‘cnnlny"l View of I
Teacher—VYes; for every single wicked, savage
tizer or lion there are hundreds of usaful, harm-
lesa sheep. You shouid think of that, Tummy,
and be thankful.
Tommy—1 sh'd think the tiger would be the
one to be thankful, ‘cause it gives him such a

plenty of sheep.
_

BREARFAST-TAGLE CHAT.
——————

Cor. George W. WirLLiaMs, the colored
gentleman who has notified King Leopold
that Mr. Stanley is not the man to govern
the Congo Free State, is the author of “The
Colored T'roops in the Rebellion,” und was
r.t one time a member of the Ohio Legis-

ture.

WHEN Queen Victoria is traveling by
rail, in her special train, she exercises no
dead-head rights. She pays at_the rate of
$1.92 a mile, whatever the distance, in ad-
dition to first-class fares for all the party,

servants included. Her saloon carriage
cosat §30,0600.

Some of Mr. Gladstone’'s admirers in
Hastings have made advances to his bhair-
dresser, offering to buy as much bair as
can be cut frow the grand old man’'s head
at “sixpence a strand,” as one of the Lon-
don papers puts it. The information is
published primarily to warn Mr. Gladstone.

WHAT adds to the solemnity of court life
in Italy now is the wearing of mourning by
Prince Napeleon’s” baby grandson, who, in
sccordance with etiquette, must wear the
weeds of woe for 120 days. This, with the
New Orleans episode. makes King Hum-

bert’s palace anything but an abode of
mirth,

GeorGge W, CHILDS avows himself one of
those who believe it a mistake to put off

being generons until after one is dead. “In
the firat place,” he says, ‘‘voun lose the
pleasure of witnessing the good that yon
may do, sud, again, no one can administer
your gifta for yon as weli as you can do it
for yourself,”

Mgrs. LivERMORE has been lecturing be-
fore the Woman's Educational and Induas-

trial Union of Boston upon the subject of
*“The Women Who Do Not Marry.” BShe
believes that women are not as anxious to

marry as they were one handred years ago,
and that lax laws and higher education

Lhave something to do with it

Mg. THoMAS Episox’s house at Orange,
N. J., is a beautiful and laxurions one, and

is but a fiveminntes’ walk from his labora-
tory. His family consists of his wife, a
dangbter about eighteen years old, two
boys and two babies, The boys are being
educated at home by a tutor; one inherits
his father's inventive gemius, while the
other is musically inclined.

MRrs. NANCY M. JoHNSON mvented the

first ice-cream frigerator in this country.
Before her invention, ice<cream was made
by a spoon, constantly kep: stirring up the
eream. She devised the crank, and got out
a patent for her inveution in the year of
1843. She afterward sold the right of her
patent for $1.5600. She lived in Washington
all her life, and died in 1890, at the ripe old
age of ninety-five years.

PrixCE and Princess Henry of Batten-
berg, who were with Queen Victoria at
Grasse recently, wished one day to enter

the hotol by a private entrance leading
into the garden, but a sentry of the Alpine
Chasseurs, not recognizing their royal
Highnesses, refused to let them pass. The
Prince in vain explained his station, and it
was not until one of the ofiiciale had inter-
vened that the Prince and I rincess were al-
lowed to enter.

NEW YORK Press: William. H. Crane is

said to bave laid away $500,000 for the bliz-
zard of life. Neil Burgess is eredited with
$150,000 of the one thing needful in the

sweet by and by, and Francis Wilson’s
check wounld be good for 75,000 over and

d
above his liabilicies if he were foolish

enough to draw it. 8o there's something in
atase-workl afver all, for actors, as well as

managers, Industry, intelligently directed,

1s as well rewarded in that line of life as in
any other.

MRS, STANLEY is once more a conspicuous
figure in New York society, where she is

very popular, and there is quite an elabor-
ate serivs of fetes in her honor and in that
of her bero-husband. Stanley has been
much refreshed by his lecture tour, It bas
given his mind the rest from mwatters Afri-
can whbich 1t sorely needed, and has made
huyn more than ever in love with the conn.
try which he has definitely adopted as his
own, Edward King writes that it is guite
possible the Stanleys will eventually make
their home on this side of the Atlautic.

A scpoolL for horticnlture is the latest
London freak for developing natural roses
and vigorous muscles. Here, just bejond
the city’s limits, society women may, with
spade and hoe, renew their fagged-out en-
ergies and secure & tome that 1s life-giving
in its way. Fresh air and out-of-door exer-
cise, twin nurses (o health: and happiness,
can here be had. and also a thorough
knowledge of the art which brings to per-
fection the loveliest blooms. A practical
gardenerof the feminine sex isat the head of
this institute, whieh prowises so much for
womankind,

Mrs, AXNIE BESANT'S face wonld impress
even a casual observer with the conviction
that ita owner was a woman thoroughly
in earnest and with an unwavering belief
in the justice of her own canse. Whatever

may be said of Mrs. Besant’s tenets as to
religion, morality, or social and pelitieal
economy, the woman’s whole heart and
sonl are animated with the devotion of &
martyr. The bitter feelings engendered by
a pitifal domestic guarrel with her family
led her to chauge the spelling of her name,
She writes it Bezant, and puts the accent
on the first syllable, while her former hus-
band and his brother, Walter Besaut, the
novelist, spell the name with an “s,” and
place the aceent on the last syllable.

THE Jate General Spinola was well known
1n Brooklyn, where for years he was a lead-
er, & fire laddie and a pusber. He cut a
great figure when be started for the war,
Mounted on a good horse, in full regiment-

als, with his sword wsvinf in the air. he
Jed his troops to the gates of Fulton ferry,
amid the burrahs of a crowd and the ad-
minng looks of s friends and neighbors,
Spinols, as a legislator, was not much of a
force, but as a friend he was fraternal. He
was oue of the tirst in the field in the late
war, and, later, oue of the first to expose
the Tweed-Sweeney ring and push Tam-
many Hall to the wall. Like Thurlow
Weed, General Spinola knew a good thing
when he saw it in its infaney, and the con-
sequence 1s he died rich, as well as respect-
ed by his friends and neighbors.

HE called her little “Sweetis™

When the arrow plerced his heart.
But sa<, when he had married her,
She waes a little tart,

To be drawn in the m;
Of an African ape
Makes italy's monarch to

tuss;
Buat At His High
Prtzw _gmowt:"thom
—~New York Continent.

A DENIAL THAT WAS FALSE

—

President Holt Evidently as Bold with
His Tongue as with His Little Hatchet.

| ———

How He Tried to Shift the Responsibility for
Dropping s Victim of the Bowen-Merrill

Catastrophe—In a Serry Plight.

———

When Sterling R. Holt, presiaent of the
present Board of Pablic Safety, took into
bis hand a hatchet &nd smashed a ballot-
box it was thought that his limit of bold-
ness was about reached, but he has broken
the record. He has proven bolder with his
tongne in smashing the trauth than he was
with his little batchet in smashing the bo>..
On Wednesday last the Journal made men-
tion of the fact that certain Republican fire-
men who went down in the Bowen-Merrill
wreck, had been marked by Holt and hs
associates for dismissal. The facts came to
it upon the best of suthonty, but there
were certain business reasons with which
the Journal had nothing to do that made
it impracticable to give the source
of imformation, and a8 the in-
formation was trme and susceptible
of proof, it wasnot thought that this would
be necessary. The publication naturally
created considerable of a sensation, and
Mr. Holt did not appear in an enviable
hglt Understand ing perfectly the
reasons why she Jonrnal did net make

ublic the source of i information, Mr.
olt, with the cool conrage of n m‘»lﬂ'.

risked npon them his reputation for truth,
and expressed himself as follows to a re-
porter of an aftéernoon newspaper:

“This is the cheapest attempt at politics
that bas come to my sttention for some
time. The Journal is trying t« force thie
board to do that which it bhad no idea of
doing and which it will noyv do. The re-
mains of the tin-born gang wounld like to
force us to put those men out of the depart-
mwent, but it will not be done. Such an :dea
was pever suggested by any member of the
beard, but the injured firemnen have
discussed at some length, not with a view
of removing themr, but of giving them,
if possible, Letter positions and better pay.
The law says the department must be
divided equally as to politics. There are
no ifs about it. It is obligatory. When
this board took charge of the fire
department there were forty-eight more
Republicans than Democrats, and we set
abont to makethem even. We dropped out
six Republicans and put in six Demoocrats.
But still there were thirty-six more Repub-
liecans than Democrats, and thet is the

1 shape it is in now., The board determined

that it would not cripple the department
by making wholesale removals
finances of the c¢ity Dboihered us
a good deal, and we had several meetings
on the subject, and, at last, decided that
we had better strain the financial question
a little, rather than put green fremen in
to endanger the property and lives of the
citizens, We talked with business men
aud property-owners, and with one accord
they agreed to our plan—increase the fire
departinent by putting om fourteen o0~
crats, that fourteen experienced firemen
who are Renubllcmoﬁ_migm remain—and
this we have done. There are yet eleven
Republicans to be removed, and this will
be done a» soon as the circumstances will
perinit. As to removing the injnred fire-
men, let me say that 1 would resign ina
minute before ] would consent to such as
that. That report is a he—a plain lie with-
out the least foundation or the slightest ex-
cuse for being nttered.”

The boldness of Mr. Holt's statement was
his undoing. 1t has made the men in & po-
sition to know and ve the facts willin&
to throw aside other considerations,
necessary, and stand by what they said.
Here are a few facts that may refresh the
memory of the members of the Board of
Public Safety, and if they care to deny
them, proof will be forthecoming.

Some months ago Mr. Holt, by getting a
Democratio friend of bis appointed iu the
fire department, placed himself under obli-
gations to s Hepublican councilman. A
couple of weeks ago one of the injured fire-
men came to this councilman and ssked
him to exert his inflnence to have him re-
tainkd, as he had heard that he was hikely
1o be dropped. The conncilman wrote a
letter to Mr. Holt, asking that this man
be retained if possible, reciting e long
and valuable services and reminding Mr,
Holt of the promise of a return favor he
had made months ago when bis friend was
appointed. Nothing was heard from Holt
in reply until Tharsday, April 9, when he
drop into the Councilman's place of
business and remarked: “Well, I'm mighty
sorry, bat [ ean’s hold your man, The
pressure is too strong, and the other two
are against him.” Mr. Holt said nothing
about resigniog his position as a protest
against such action.

“1s that trunei” asked the Counnecilman.
*“Is Bullivan against hhim, too?” He knew
Catterson wanted the fireman’s head,

“Yes,” replied Mr. Holt. *1 tried hard
to avoid it, but my vete ouly counts one,
yon know.”

The fireman was tola that his fate was
robably sealed, but he made another effort.

Liat evening & friend of his, who is also s

friend of Mr. Catterson, hunted up Mr. Cat-
terson and put in a plea. “Why didn’s yon

tell me before!” msked Mr, Catterson,
mournfally. “You're too late now. The
thing was already decided npon thisnoon.”

Ther the friends of the injured firemen
eat to work to bring every possible bit of
pressure to bear to change the order before
the appointments were announced. Amw
others who visited the board in their be £
was a gentleman who saw both Catterson
and Holt separately, but each shifted the
responsibility on to the other members and
declined to give any satisfaction. Finaily
he got them both together. They told him
no definite action had yet been taken, but
the best be could get from them was &
prémise that another of the injured men
shonld be retained “1f possible.”

— - G—

The One American City.

Interview with Hamilton Diston in New York Press

Philadelphia is the one Amerioan city in
the United Statea. It 1a peopled by Ameri-
cans. It is rum by Americans. It bLas
plenty of use for foreigners, but no use tor
the ignorant or eriminal foreigners. It 1s
the most loval and patriotic city of the
Union, It is American from rind to core
and from core back to rind again. Now, I
will give you an illustration of what an
American e}u like that can produce. [
said to my foreman the other day that [
intended to take 300 workmen from my
factory to the Hepnblican national con-
vention of 1592, and that I pre w
march throungh the streets of the city in
wiloeh it _is held at their head, but that [
would take no man who hsd not worked
for us at least forty years, He said he did
not think I could muster so many. 1 toid
him we conld, and we have connted noses,
aud what withone or two men who have
been with us mow only thirty-eight or
thirty-pine years, we can fill the guota,
Now, that is something to be proud about.
You eonldn’t find such & record as that in
any other city where foreign labor pre-
dominates

— -
Harrison as an Imprompta Orator.
New York FPross

An Associated Press dispateh ks of
President Harrson and his “trunk fall of
imprompta speeches.” President Harrison

one of the most entertaining off hand
speakers in the country, When Gartield
came here to the fawons “Iifth-avenue
Hotel counference” General Harrison was in
the party. The candidate and his friends
went West by special train. and at every stop
General Harrison responded to c:lln for
“speech.” He wore a straw hat and )
linen duaster, and talked, as Garfieid E
“like an angel in disguise,” There are very
few men who can speak as readily or ar
well as the President, and he earries b
“iwpromptus” in his hat, not iv his trunk

Quaker City Cooks,

Philadelphia Record.

Itis a singular fact that not one of the
many wealtby families of this eity employs
a professional cook. In New York more
than a dozen cooks receive more than $3.-
000 per aunnm from private families, and st
oue time Mr. William H. Vaonderbilt paad
his chef a salary squal to $10,000 & year.
Here cooks are paid from $40 to & -
month, aud are expected to assist with the
housework, most of them being women.

—-——_—*.-L._.-——
Frompt Answer,
m:{blo Commercial. a his
correspondent who does not
fall name, sends us a poem h.cl-t""h
You Weary!” We have read it attentively

and can ruly say we aie '
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